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Classroom Connections

1. History: What are some of the other historical “underground cities” mentioned in the book? What were they used for? 

2. Social Studies: Do characters like Sidonia intimidate Kiki? Does anything intimidate her? Why or why not? Do we get the feeling she knows something the rest of the characters are not aware of? 

3. Social Studies: All the other girls in the Irregulars group have special gifts or abilities that set them apart from their peers. Does Ananka have a special skill? If she does, what is it?  

4. Current Events: Why are the maps that show New York City’s pipe, subway, street, and sewer systems so hard to obtain? Why would Kiki have such an interest in exploring the Shadow City and the maps? 

5. Social Studies: What reasons would Kiki or Verushka have for going after Sidonia? Are we immediately sympathetic to Sidonia, assuming her life is in danger? Why or why not? 

6. Current Events: What do the assumptions that the other Irregulars make about Kiki, Verushka, their interest in the NYC map and the Shadow City say about the Irregulars? Are the Irregulars irrational in these assumptions? Are the reactions of the Irregulars to Kiki and Verushka’s disappearance reflective of current events in any way? 

Discussion Questions


Divide the class into groups and have them discuss and debate possible answers to the following questions before presenting their answers to the class.

1. We witness, through Ananka’s eyes, how nasty Sidonia is to her peers and the other students at the Atalanta School, but the society journals have a different viewpoint of her. What gives Sidonia the power to behave the way she does? How come she is never disciplined, and how come other girls do not try to bully her back? 

2. Why does Kiki choose to call their group “the Irregulars”?  Does this word have negative or positive connotations? What do the girls think of the name? 

3. Do any of the Irregulars have noticeable flaws that interfere with their missions? What are the flaws of Dee-Dee, Luz, Betty, Ananka and Kiki? Are their flaws ever useful, and are their strengths ever harmful? 

4. What is the motivation behind the Sidonia and Livia’s plans? What are they after, and how does Kiki interfere with their plans? Does this plot remind you of any historical events? 

5. Many of the characters attract media attention of some kind, whether they want to or not. How does the book treat this kind of attention? Does it ever distort the truth? Have you ever been featured in a magazine, newspaper, or news broadcast, and did you feel they portrayed you accurately (if you have)?

6. The other Irregulars wisely invest the money they earn from the Reverse Pied Piper but Ananka spends her cash. Why doesn’t she invest her money like the other Irregulars? Does she get much in return for her efforts? Have you ever regretted money you have spent on a product, or a fashion item, that promised a result it never delivered? 

Websites

TeenReads.com
1. http://www.teenreads.com/reviews/1582349606.asp
A review of Kiki Strike: Inside the Shadow City.
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2. http://www.teenreads.com/authors/au-miller-kirsten.asp
An interview with author Kristen Miller about Kiki Strike and other books she plans to write for a series. 

Kikistrike.com
3. http://www.kikistrike.com/
Official website for the book, with news on upcoming books in the series, “Ananka’s Diary”, a list of sites in New York that inspired the Shadow City, “secret houses” and other details from the novel. 
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School Library Journal interview with Kristen Miller about the Kiki Strike books.

